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PREFACE 


TO THE 


READER. 


HE following Diſcourſe being out f 
T Print, ſome ſerious Perſons have wiſhed 
to fee it republiſhed for the Benefit of 
others. The Subject is indeed of the greateſt 
Importance, 1 no leſs than the very Eſſence 
of Cbriſtianity. It is the Doctrine of the ſpi- 
ritual Life, and of that wonderful Change," 
which is wrought in the Heart of Man, in 
conſe ence of Regeneration, thro' a lively Faith 
in Chrift, and the ation of the Holy Ghoſt." 
But a 2 this bleſſed 1 7 here called 5 
New Creation, is felt by fincere Be- 
kever, tis fo myſterious, and 7 love the Cem. | 
prebenfion of natural Underſtanding, that few 
are capable of defining, or even making it in- 
telligible to A2 be wiſer Part of Man- 
Lind in all Ages, even Heathens and Jews, as 
well as Chriſttans, ſeem to have had ſome No. 
tion of it. Philo 0 _ the Needy. and 
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admired the Beauty of this interior Change, 
ſome calling it tation, ſome Juſtice, ſome 
the boniform or luciform Faculty of the Soul; 
eme flyling it a ſixth Senſe, ſome an inward 
Senſatiqn *. Revelation, in the Old Teſtament, 
calls it more truly, a New Spirit, @ Right 
Spirit, 2 New Heart, Another Heart, he 
Circumciſion of the Heart, @ Heart of 
Quickening, &c. This, I ſay, comes nearer the 
Truth; becaufe it preſuppoſes original Sin, and 
the Fall of Man from that State of Righteouſ- 
neſs wherein be was created; and has an Eye 
to that ſpiritual Death and Corruption, conſe. 
quent to our Fall, from whence we muſt be re- 
vi ved, and raiſed again to a Reunion with wy 
Maker. 

But the Goſpel gives us the cleareſt and only 
right Idea of 2 Fee Life, and of that 
Immortality which is brought to Light thro 
- Fbe Goſpel. But ſtill, as 54 is above Nature, 
no Wards in Nature can fully and adequately 
expreſs it. Therefore, even in the New Teſta- 
ment, divers Metaphors are made uſe of by the 
inſpired Writers to repreſent it to us, It is 
there deſcribed by various Names, according ta 
its Nature and Properties, its Cauſes and Effects, 
its Kinds and Degrees, But for Brevity's ſake, 
IL. Hall barely name them, and refer the Rea- 
der to the ſeveral Texts pointed to; wi iſh- 
ing that ſome abler Hand would, from theſe. 
me Outlines draw eut a juſt Nr 1 


. N 
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. 
the ſpiritual Life, according to its full Dimen- 
ons, and moſt beautiful Symmetry of Parts. 
As to its Nature, it is called Life, John i. iv. 
ch. v. 24. 1 John v. 12. Eternal Life, Jahn 
vi. 53, 54. The Life of God, Eph. iv. 18. Our 
Life hid with Chriſt in God, Col. iti. 3. The 
Law of the Spirit of Life, Rom. viii. 2. New- 
neſs of Life, Rom. vi. 4. . | 
As to its Cauſe; it is called, The Spirit, 
Rom. viii. 9, 10, 13. in an abſolute Senſe, as it 
it, derived from the Holy Spirit, who is the 
Zora, or] immediate Cauſe, and Givet 
of the ſpiritual Life. It is called Living in the 
Spirit, Gal. v.-2 5. Walking after the Spirit, 
Rom. viii. 1. Being led by the Spirit, Gal. v. 18. 
The Spirit of Faith, 2 Cor. iv. 13. Fellowſhip 
of the Spirit, Phil. ii. 1. And Communion of 
the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Cor. xiii. 14. Newneſs of 
Spirit, Rom. vii. 6. 5 
As to its Properties and Effects, it is called 
Lohr, Jobn i. 4, &c. Illumination, Heb. x. 32. 
And Enlightening, Chap. vi. 4. The New Crea- 
tion, New Creature, 2 Cor. v. I7. Gal. vi. 15. 
New Man, Eph. ii. 15. Chap, iy. 24. The Firit 
Reſurrection, Rev. xx. 5, 6. compared with 
Col. iii. 1. Rom. vi. 4, 5. Eph. ii. 6. Chap. v. 1 
Adoption, Rom. viii. 15, 23. Renovation, the 
Renewing of the Holy Ghoſt, Tir. iii. 5. Being 
_ renewed in the Spirit of our Mind, 555 iv. 
23. Wiekening, Col i. 1223. 


Nicene Creed. | 4 
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the ſeveral Acts of the three 
Faith, Hope, and Charity, and are reſpeftvely 


II. 


; [ vi] | 
Tt is called the Way; the Way of God, 


Ads xviii. 26. The Way of Peace, Rom. iii. 17, 
_ of Righteouſneſs, 2 Pet. ii. 21. of Salvation, 
Acts xvi. 17. The ſeeing of God, Matt. v. 8. 
Taſting how gracious the Lord is, 1 Pex. ii. 3. 


Taſting the good Word of God, and the 
Powers of the World to come, Heb. vi. g. 
Taſting of the heavenly Gift, ver. 4. Savour- 
ing the Things that be of God, Matt. xvi. 23. 


Joy and Peace in believing, Rom. xv. 13. 


The Kinds and Degrees are dfinguiſhed by 


vine Virtues, 


called : 


1. Farrn; The Juſt ſhall live by Faith, 
- , Heb. x. 38. And according to the Degrees of 


that Life, Faith is great or ſmall, ſtrong or 
weak : Tf ſome have a full Aſſurance of Fazth, 


others are of little Faith: Hence Faith is ſaid 


to grow, 2 Theſſ. i. 3. and increaſe, 2 Cor. 
x. 15. and the Meaſure of Faith ever holds 
Proportion with the Meaſure of the ſpiritual 


2. It is called Hop E; a Lively Hope, 1 Pet. i, 


3. Rejoicing in Hope, Rom. xii. 12.. The Re- 
Joicing of the Hope, Het. iii. G. The full Aſ- 
ſurance of Hope, Chap. vi. 11. 


_ 7 "eo Lovs; Faith working by Love, Gal. v. 6. 
Perfect Leve, 1 Jobn iv. 18. Love of God 


ſhed 


[vii] | |; 
ſhed abroad in the Heart, Rom. v. 5. Lore 
unfeigned, 2 Cor. vi. 6. | 


Finally, If 7s called Perfection, Heb. vi. 1. 
' Righteouſneſs and true Holineſs, Eph. iv. 24. 
Sanctification of the Spirit, 2 Thef.. ii. 13. 
That Holineſs, without which no Man 
ſee the Lord, Heb. xii. 14. 


Theſe are the ſeveral Parts, theſe the Mem- 
bers, which, taken together, conſtitute the New 
Creature, the new Man in Chriſt. To under- 

tand this more plainly, we are do confider, that 
by Nature we are all Children of Wrath, born 
under that Sentence of Death, which paſſed upon 
our firſt Parent Adam, and in Him, on us all; 
ſubject therefore to Condemnation, and alienated 
from the Life of God. By Grace we paſs 
from Death unto Life ; are raiſed again from 
the Dead, quickened and reſtored to that Life 
we boft in Adam; for, as in Adam all died, 
- ſo all in Chriſt are made alive. The merito- 
rious Cauſe of our new Life is the Death. of 
Chrift, purſuant to the Condition and Promiſe 
of the new Covenant. The . efficient Cauſe is the 
ly Ghoſt, from whom, as from its immediate 
Principle, this new Life is called the Sp1RITUAL 
Lies. It is begotten of God, as Jeſus Chriſt 
1; concei ved of the Holy Ghoſt in the Womb 
F the Church, as be was of the Virgin Mary; 
and ſo born, as he was, a ſecond Time. Hence 
it is, that this ſecond Birth of the. Chriſtian, 
which is effeed in Baptiſm, is called Rege- 
| | neration; 


1 vil ” : 
nerition ; and Baptiſm itſelf is Aylel the Liver 
of Regeneration. Hence, by being born 
again, as he was, ſhall we be indeed | conformed 
to the Image of Chriſt. 

This then is the proper Senſe of R 8 
this the Order it holds in the Strritual Life. 
is but the firſt Entrance into the ſpiritual $ So 
as our coming forth from our Mother's M. ond | 
qoas our firſt Step into — Life of Nature. 
carinot then, with any Propriety, fg ' dither 
fem: 


the ſpiritual Life is, fe 1 or its and 
Operations. It is the Medium 14 by which 


. produced, aud is fo extraor _ a Me- 


dium, in its Effects, as to be called alſo a new 
Creation. Nor ts this peculiar to adult Per- 


ſons; even Infants, when baptized, are ſaid to 


be regenerate. So out Liturgy, Seeing this 


Child is regenerate, 8 into the Body 


* of the Church, &c.” in this Senſe, both 
the $ criptures, and the Primitive Writers, con- 


| flantly. uſe the Word, and always mean it 
the new Birth in Baprisx. 7 


Ir mee Divines, - face the: Reformatiin, 
and eſpecially Calvin and his Followers, have 


introduced into their Divinity a neu Senſe 


the Word, reſolving the -whole Spirit and $ 


fance of true Chrit ianity into the Word — 


neration; mating wg which is but a Part, 
to be the Whole ; and confounding the fill 
Growth, or what St, Paul calls, the Meaſure 
of the Stature of the Fulneſs of Chriſt, and 
the perfect Manhood of the Chriſtian, 2 

| $ 


L*! | 

lis Birth and Infancy, which is no ſmall Sole 
ciſm in Speech, at well as Divinity. 

It might alſo be ſhewn, what unhappy Effect. 
fuch an Innovation in the Terms of Chriſtian 
Doctrine hath produced. It carries, indeed, a 
2 Appearance of uncommon Sanctity and 
Zeal, to harangue on Topicks of exalted Piety : 
But if the. Diſtourſe be contrary to ſound 
Doctrine, 1 Tim. i. 10. it betrays the ſerious, 
but unlearned Hearers, into wrong Notions con- 
cerning a vital Principle, yea the very Life 
of Chriſtianity. - The C a muſt be fatal 
to thoſe who are miſled thereby ; and I fear, 
has proved the ſad Occaſion of weakening Mens 
Regard to the Means of Grace, and the Fudg. 
ment and Orders of the Church. There was 
a Time, when the Words Regenerate and Un- 
regenerate, were no longer uſed and underſtood 
in the Orthodox Senſe of the Church, to figni 
Perſons Baptized or Unbaptized, but to fig- 
nify Good or Bad Men. Children were 10 
longer confidered as the proper Subjects of Re. 
generation, nor the Sacrament of Buptiſin, and 
its legal Adminiſtrators, included in the Def: 
nition. By this means, and the loud and con- 
tentious Clamours about who were, or who were 
nat Regenerate, the true Chriſtian Regenera- 
tion was ftripp'd of its genuine Import and 
Signification, became a mere Bone of Contentuon, 
and our Church was quarreil d at for applying 
it ta Infants, May we not apply to this, that 
Saying. of the Prophet Hoſea, He is an = 
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wiſe Son; for he ſhould not ſtay long in the Place 


ol the breaking forth of Children, Hy/: xiii. 13. 


Regeneration is the Place of the breaking forth 
of Children to God, and ſhould therefore be 
treated only with reſpect to Baptiſm and its 
falutary Effect, but not continually or too long 
be dwelt upon. The other Parts of the ſpiritual 
Life, above enumerated, are of more general 
Importance to be explained and recommended to 
a Cbriſtian Audience, a Congregation of Perſons 
already Regenerate and Baptized, according to 
we” cont Advice, Heb. vi. 1, 2. 

o ſhew I am not fingular in udgment 
—— the modern A1 of Wh J de- 


fire to refer the Reader, for Brevity's ſake, to 


a Note of Dr. Nichols, on ' the Word Regene- 
rate in the Office of Baptiſm; where he. proves 
that the modern 1s not the genuine primitive 


| Senſe of the Word, but is a Calviniſtical In- 


novation. . But Dean Stanhope has given us 


Jo clear an Idea of what the Church means by 


Regeneration and the New Birth, and the' Uſe 
wwe ought to make of that Knowledge, that for 
the Uſefulneſs of the Doctrine, as well as my 
own Fuſtification, I cannot forbear tranſcribing 


the following Paſſages from. him. 


« The Spiritual and Natural Life agree in 


4 his, that as we can be born but once, ſo we 


<« are baptized but once. And as the vital Prin- 
© ciple, in each Caſe, is then imparted for a 
« Man's whole Term, ſo it is, in each Caſe, left 


. 


ne: | [ xi ] oa 
« if, There may indeed be many Languſhings 
&« and Indiſpofitions; there may be alſo violent 


and acute Diſeajes in the Body, from which 


&* Recovery is had, and Health per fecliy reſtored. 


« There may too in the Soul be grout Slackens> , 


&« ings of Zeal, Waſtings and Failings, Falls by 
& Infirmities or Surprize, nay grievous deliberate 
«* Offences and corrupt Cuſioms, And yet theſe, 
& if taken in Time, may be cured by the ſhiri- 
% tual Food and Phyſicł provided for that Pur- 
&« poſe; Conſideration and Prayer, and Repen- 
e tance, the Word of God, and the Sacrament 
&« of his Death ; theſe are our Refreſhments and 
& our Remedies. They ſuſtain us when we 
% droop, they reſtore us when we are ſich, they 
te enable us to grow, and ſtrengthen us when at 
« our Stature. And therefore, it is as much 
&« as the Life J am ſpeaking of is worth, for 
« every Man to apply theſe frequently, 2 
« ſonably, and reverently. For, by neglecting 
« theſe Ordinances, ill Habits get Ground, and 
© Redundance of noxious Humours will choke 
« our vital 606 Bp and throw us back again 
into that Death, from which there is no 
© Birth or Reſurrefion to reſcue us *. Ep. 
« &G. Vol. III. p. 205. 

« *Tis called in Scripture a New Heart, a 
« New Spirit, a New Man, and a New Crea 
« ture, a New Birth, a New Life. By which 
« muſt be meant 4 Newneſs of Notions, Diſ- 

* From which it follows, that Regeneration is no in- 
defectible State, as ſome erroneouſly imagine. 


B i poſitions, 


| 


* 
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* hofitions, and Deſires, and of a Converſation 
* 9 Sci and 3 to * 
« which are very properly ftyled New, becauſe 
e ſucceedir:7 that vicious and corrupt State, in 
« which by Nature we are born. | 

& This Change is made by the Grace of God's 
« Holy Spirit, «which gives a freſh Turn to our 
% Thoughts and Affections, imprints a true Senſe 
« of Good and Evil, puts a quite different Bent 
« upon the Will, diſpoſes us to walk by Faith, 
* rather than by S1ght, to prefer ure and intel- 
&« leflual, before ſenſual and polluted Pleaſures. 
« Ibid. p. 264. 1 7 85 

This is the Subject, and this the Deſign, of 
the enſuing Diſcourſe; and as ſuch 1s humbly 
recommended to the Peruſal and Practice of 
all ſerious Perſons, who defire to go on to Per- 
fection, and have à holy Ambition to be — 
ans in Deed, as well as in Name; in a Word, 
to be NEW CREATURES. 


2 COR; v. part of the 17th Ver. 
F any Man be in Criſt, be is a 


new Creature. 


KNOW not of any Diſcourſe or Sub- 
ject, that may more naturally follow the 
Doctrine of the Incarnation of Chriſt, 

* than that of our Regeneration ; - that as 
he, out of an amazing Love and Conde- 
ſcenſion, took our Nature upon him; ſo we 
ſhould look upon it as our higheſt Privilege 
to be born again, and endeavour it as our 
indiſpenſable Duty, to be transform'd into 
his Nature, In the Myſtery of his Nati- 
vity, we have ſeen the ſure Foundation of 
this Privilege, and of this Duty: How God 
came down and was manifeſted to us in 
Chriſt ; how the Word was made Fleſh, and 
dwelt among us, that he might ſet us an 
Example of all Virtue; and having under- 
gone all thoſe Sufferings which were ap- 
EE B 2 pointed 
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pointed him; having aſcended up into Hea- 
ven, and entered into that Glory which he 
had with the Father before the World was, 
he delegated the Holy Spirit to advance and 
| finiſh that ſpiritual Building, the Foundation 
| of which he laid in his own Blood. The 
3 great Deſign of all the myſterious Tranſacti- 
ons which we read of in the Scriptures, is 
indeed our. Edification, or the Building us up, 
in Chriſt; it is to'make us Partakers of the 
divine Nature; in a Word, to make us New 
Creatures, according to the Words of the 
Apoſtle, If any Man be in Cbriſt, be is a 
new Creature. From which Words I ſhall 

endeavour to ſhew theſe three Things : 


I. What we are to underſtand by being in 
' Chriſt. 


II. What is meant by à new Creature. 


III. The neceſſary Connexion between theſe, 
viz, That if any Man be in Chriſt, he is a 


new Creature. 


6 I. What we are to underſtand by Being in 
25-3. xa | 0 


I. The being in Chriſt ſignifies in General, 
the being a Chriſtian, our being made Mem- 
bers of him in Baptiſm, and profeſſing the 
| Chriſtian Religion 2 80 St. Paul 1 the 
TCC aints 
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Saints which are in Chriſt Feſus; that is, 
the Chriſtian Profeſſors of ſuch and ſuch a 
Church. In Chrift Feſus, (that is, in the 
Chriſtian Religion) neither Circumciſion avail- 
eth any thing, nor Uncircumcifion. On the 
contrary, to. be out of Chriſt, ſignifies the 
State of Infidels, Pagans, Jews, and all thoſe 


who have no Part in the Covenant, the Pro- 


miſes and Benefits of the Goſpel. So that by 
an external viſible Profeſſion, People may be 
ſaid to be in Chriſt, in the loweſt Senſe of 
that Expreſſion, tho' they be Hypocrites and 
perfect 9 to the Life and Spirit of the 
Chriſtian Religion; yet having been baptized 
in the Faith of Chriſt, and being enrolled as 
Members of his Church, and making Pro- 
feſſion of living in Conformity to the Laws 


of that ſpiritual Kingdom, they are to be 


reckoned by us, as being in Chriſt, We muſt 


judge as. candidly and favourably as we can 
of thoſe, whoſe Hearts and real Intentions 


are not known to us. But, j 

2. To be in Chriſt, does ſignify the being 
Chriſtians in Heart and Life, as well as in 
Appearance and outward Profeſſion ; it ſigni- 
fies our being united to him by a real, in- 
ternal and vital Union, as Members are in the 
Body, which live by the ſame Soul; as flou- 
riſhing Branches in the Vine, which are ani- 
mated and nouriſhed by the ſame Sap, and 
vegetative Nature, For to all true Believers, 


Chriſtis the myſtical Head, from whence they 


derive 
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derive divine Life and Senſation, Holineſs 
and Immortality. In the Order of common 
Nature, all are united to God as our Crea- 
tor; are in a continual Dependence upon 
him. In him we live, and move, and have 
our Being; from him we received our firſt 


Exiſtence, and ſubſiſt every Moment by his 


Preſervation of us. But this Union to God 


is fuch as all Mankind have, it reſpecting 
only natural Life, and the Continuance of it. 
In the Order of Grace, there is another 
Union ; which is our being in God as. our 


Redeemer and Sanctifier; and this is effected 
by our being in Chriſt as the Root and 


Principle of a new Life, conſiſting of Grace 


and Holineſs. This Union, upon the Ac- 


count of our fallen State, is immediately 


with our Mediator, and thro' him, with, the 
Father. Ir begins by the Sacrament of Bap- 
tiſm; it is carried on by a Conformity to his 
Image, or a Likeneſs of Temper and Diſpo- 
ſition; when we are meek and humble, 


pure and charitable, patient and reſigned, 
as our Saviour was; when we copy after the 
original Holineſs of God, exhibited ro us in 
the Life of Chriſt, and made practicable to 


us by the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Ghoſt: 


From this there ariſes a mutual and reci- 
procal Union, which on our Parts is made 


an habitual Faith, Obedience and Love; 


and on Chriſt's Part, it is made by that Love 
which he has for us, and by the Habitation 


of 


* 
—_ Ae. . as oc . . 2... 
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of the Holy Spirit within us; which tranſ- 


forms us into the ſame Image, and conſe- 


crates us into an Holy Temple of God, a 


ſpiritual Building deſigned for all Eternity. 
II. What is meant by a new Creature. 


Now this is a figurative Expreſſion, and 
denotes a moral, not a phyfical Change ; 
not a Change in the Eſſence and Subſtance 
of our Nature, but in the Qualities of it. 
When a Sinner becomes righteous; an In- 
fidel, a true Believer; a ſenſual Perſon, a ſo- 
ber, temperate, and religious Chriſtian ; the 
Subſtance of the Soul, or irs Faculties, are not 
ſuppoſed to be new created; but only the 
Soul has changed her Habits and Qualities, 
her Inclinations, Purpoſes and Deſigns. To 


be capable of Knowing, Thinking, and Wil-- 


ling, is the rational Nature which all have 


in common as Men; but the new Nature, 


which-is wrought upon this, is to know God 
in Chriſt; to think and meditate upon hea- 
venly Things with Pleaſure; and to will 
and defire as God would have us, and ac- 
cording to thoſe Laws and Precepts he has 
given us in Chriſt, In receiving of the new 
Nature we loſe nothing of the old, bur 


the Malignity and Corruption of it; inſtead - 


of Ignorance, we have a divine Knowledge; 
in the Room of Iniquity, we have Sanctity of 
Heart; and the Love of the Creatures gives 

os Place 
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Place to the Love of God: We have Thoughts, 
Deſires, Affections, Habits, much better, more 
elevated, more holy than we had before. And 
this Change is ſometimes called Converſion 
and Sanctification, Reſurrection to Newneſs 
of Life, the new Man, a new Creature. 
Ihe regenerate Perſon is called a new Crea- 
ture, in oppoſition to Sin and the old Man, 
Natural Corruption being, afrer ſome time, 
left to itſelf in the Gentz/e World, had grown 
to a protiigious Height in Wickedneſs: By 
Senſuality, Superſtition and Idolatry, a great 
Part of the World was come under the Em- 
pire and Tyranny of the Devil ; the irregular 
Appetites and Deſires, the animal Paſſions and 
evil Habits, had made up a Body of Sin, 
conſiſting of ſeveral Members and Branches; 
and this is that, which is more or leſs in 
every Man by Nature : This is that which our 
Saviour came to deſtroy: And he does it 
by putting a new Principle into our Na- 
tures, that will diffuſe itſelf, if not reſiſted, 
into all our Inclinations and Affections; and 
give them a new Byaſs, new. Objects, new 
Ends and Deſigns. By his Word, he en- 
lightens our Minds with a new Set of Doc- 
trines; by the Motives of the Goſpel, he puts 
a new Spring and Force into our Souls; by 
the holy Exerciſes he appoints, he gives us 
new Taſtes and Reliſhes of divine Things; 
and by the Participation of his Holy 9 
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makes us conſcious of other Hopes and 
Joys, than this World can afford us. 

This new Creature is ſuch a Change as can 
be effected only by a divine Power; ſuch as 
created the World, and raiſed up Chriſt from 
the Dead: But though it be the ſame Power, 
it does not follow, that it ſhould be after the 
ſame Manner, i. e. by an irreſiſtible imme- 
diate Act of Omnipotence; for this would 
be carrying a Metaphor too far, the Build- 
ing of Doctrines, not upon the true Senſe 
of Scripture, but upon the Imaginations of 
Men. Converſion is not made without Means 
and Motives, without the Word of God, and 
the Uſe of Exhortations; neither is it ordi- 
narily effected in an Inſtant, but tis a Buſi- 
neſs of Time and, Leiſure, of Conflict, and 
Labour, and Application. In this Creation 
there is a Subject that perceives the Work of 
God upon it, nay, that co · operates with it; 
for God cannot be properly ſaid to aid and 
aſſiſt thoſe who do nothing themſelves. 

Our Faith, and our Sanctification, or new 
Nature, are in the Scriptures attributed to 
ſeveral Cauſes: To the holy Spirit of God, 
as the principal Author and Efficient; to the 


Word of God, land divine Exhortations, as 


the ſubordinate” Means; to the Miniſters of 
God, as the Inſtruments of Mens Converſion, 
by laying before them the Reaſons and Mo- 
tives to Faich and Repentance ; and ſome- 
times tis aſcribed to Man himſelf, as con- 
ef” | C curring 
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curring to the ſame ſpiritual Work, as bein 
made willing by divine Grace, and perſuad 
by the Promiſes of the Goſpel, and acting 
under the Influences of the Holy Spirit, 
And when all theſe Cauſes are ſubordinate to 
the Spirit of God, the whole Glory of the 
Action may well be attributed to the prin- 
cipal efficient Cauſe : So that every convert- 
ed Perſon may ſay with St. Paul, Not I, 
but the Grace of God that is in me; for 
though Man himſelf does act ſomething in 
this new Creation, yet his Part is ſo mean 
and fo low, and ſo depending on the pow- 
erful Grace of God; that he ought, in all 
Truth and Humility, to aſcribe the whole 
Glory to the Divine Spirit. 

I have one Reflection more to make upon 
this Expreſſion of a new: Creature; which 
is, the Greatneſs of this Change; for though 
we muſt not follow the Metaphor ſo far 
as to run into any Abſurdities, yet we muſt 
carry it to a juſt Height in its true Senſe 
and Meaning; tis not therefore an ordinary 
Change in the Heart and Affections, in the 
Mind and Temper, and in the Lives and 
Actions of Men, that is here ſignified by 4 
new Creature: There was no need of uſing 


ſuch noble Ideas, or of employing ſo mighty 


a Power, if ſomething very great and ex- 
traordinary were not here intended. The 
Sanctions of Law-givers, and the moral Pre- 


cepts of Philoſophers, wrought ſome Change 
| | We 
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in Men for the better; gave them at leaſt 
an external Decency in their Actions, and 
a ſober Regularity in their Lives, and a 
Splendour in ſome of their political Vir- 
trues: But the New Creature goes deep- 
er than all this; here there muſt be a new 


Heart created, a new Spirit infuſed : There 


muſt be Ends, and Views, and Motives, above 


the Order and Scene of this World. The 


Life which is conducted only by human 
Motives, is ſtill the old Man, tho' beau- 
tified, and adorned, and covered over with a 
handſome _ iſe, In the new Creature 
there is a predominant Love of God, which 
is the Principle of all our Actions ; there 
is a Preference of Chriſt, and his Laws, be- 
fore all the Intereſts of this World; there 
is a general Renouncing of all Vice, a fixed 
and permanent Reſolution to follow after 
all Holincks both in its Extent, and in its 
Perfection: And tho' the new Creature be 
not conſummated in all its Parts and Ex- 
cellencies in this Life; yet the new Prin- 
ciple is ſo ſtrong, that it is working off Im- 
perfections more and more; and ſtill adding 
freſher and livelier Touches to the Image of 
Chriſt in us, till it comes to be finiſhed in- 
to Glory. 


9 2 III. The 
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III. The third Thing propoſed, was tio 


ſhew the neceſſary Connexion, that there 
is between the being in Chriſt, and the new 
Creature. 


If any one be in Chriſt, let him be a new 
Creature (ſo ſome render the Text); for other- 
Wiſe, he will have no Benefit by his Religion. 
Although in ſome Senſe he may be faid to 
be in Chriſt, upon the Account of his mere 
Profeſſion, or his viſible Appearance in Chri- 
ſtian Aſſemblies; yet tis only as a rotten 
Branch may be ſaid to be in the Vine, which, 
when the Vine-drefſer prunes, will be certain- 
ly cut off, and be as Fuel for the Fire. 
He who is in Chriſt by a real and in- 
ternal Union, muſt at the ſame time be 
look'd upon as a new Creature; his Reno- 
vation is begun, and he muſt take care to 
carry it on in a Progreſs to Perfection. We 
are ſaid to be regenerated when we are 
baptized, but this Regeneration is ſacramen- 
tal; and though in that reſpect it anſwers 
to all the Purpoſes of a federal and initial 
Sanctification, even as to the Condition of 
Infants, by giving them a new Birth, and 
entitling them to all the Privileges of the 
Goſpel; yet when they come to Years of 
Diſcretion, their Baptiſm will not ſerve with- 
out a moral and ſpiritual Change; unleſs 
their Hearts be renewed by the Holy Spirit, 
| and 
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and their Lives be led according to the Ex- 
ample of Chriſt. Do not think that your 
Regeneration in Baptiſm is ſufficient, 'The 
ſpiritual Life is but begun there; you are 
ha in Chrift as a Member is in the Body; 
you have then a Right to the Spirit of 
Chriſt; in ſome Degree you partake there- 
of: but then afterwards you muſt apply to 
God in Prayer, in the Office of Confirma- 
tion, and the worthy receiving the Lord's 
Supper, for further Meaſures of that Holy 
Spirit, as your Condition ſhall require; and 
you muſt be all your Days perfecting of 
that Image of Chriſt upon your Souls. The 
ſaving Union to Chriſt muſt be in Princi- 
ples, Reſolutions and Tempers, in an opera- 
tive Faith and Obedience, as well as by Sa- 
cramental Bleſſing and Efficacy; we muſt 
be holy, not only in the Dedication of our 
_Perſons to Chriſt, but in the renewing of 
our Natures and Minds, in our Love and 
Reliſh of heavenly Things, and in the whole 
Courſe of our Converſation. In this Senſe 
we muſt be new Creatures, if we would an- 
ſwer the Deſign of our Saviour's Incarna- 
tion, or his coming into the World. Ir was 
not to give us new Titles and new Names; 
it was not to open a Sanctuary to the Un- 
godly, who remain ſuch, and cheat them- 
ſelves with preſuming on Privileges which 
were never prepared for them; but to 


transform us into the ſame Spirit and Tem- 
5 | _ 
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per with himſelf, to make a great and real 


Change in all the Faculties of our Souls, and 
to build us up into an holy Temple wor- 
thy the Inhabitation of his bleſſed Spirit. 
Where (derived from this Giver of Life " 
the ſpiritual Life is, there will be ſpiritu 

Appetites, an Hunger and Thirſt after Righ- 


reouſneſs : And here the Doctrines, and Pre- 


s, and Virtues of Chriſt's Example, re- 
ceived by Faith, digeſted by Meditation, 
and vitally transfus'd into all the Soul by 
Prayer and Devotion, will be the proper 
Nouriſhment for ſuch regenerated Natures : 
Their certain and ſolid Experiences will con- 
tinually excite in them ſuch ſtrong and 
_ ardent Deſires after more Degrees of Good- 
neſs; ſuch habitual Delight in holy Exer- 
ciſes; ſuch Growth and Strength in the 
inner Man, tho' the outward daily decay 
and periſh ; that they will find themſelves, in 
many reſpects, to be quite other Creatures, 
either from what they once were, or from 
what the generality of the World uſually is. 
This will fill chem with moſt lively Hopes 
as to the Promiſes of the other World, and 


make them ſenſibly perceive the Principles 


and Evidences of a glorious Immortality 
within themſelves : The renewed Mind and 
ſanctified Underſtanding will readily receive 
all the Myſteries of the Chriſtian Religion, 
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and heartily comply with all its gracious 


Deſigns, adore the venerable Truth, and find 
the great Reality of what the Goſpel has 
diſcover'd and promiſed, by what has been 
already tranſacted in their own Souls. 
This new Creation is a State that equal- 
ly confiſts with all the various Diſpenſations 
of this Life; it enables us patiently to un- 
dergo the Troubles we cannot innocently 
and prudently avoid; it helps us to a con- 
tinual good Uſe of all the Bleſſings of Pro- 
vidence, according to our beſt Diſcretion, and 
the Influence of that ſovereign Prineiple, the 
Love of God, by which we are acted, and 
by which all our reaſonable Actions become 
true Chriſtian Virtues; yea, it gives a pious 
Tendency to che moſt indifferent Actions 
of human Life. 5 
This is that ſecret Principle that puts in 
Motion our regular Self- Government, our 
faithful Diſcharge of relative Duties, and 
our conſtant Obedience to all publick Or- 
der that is lawfully eſtabliſhed either in the 
Church, or in the State ; that regulates our 
private Converſation, our honeſt Recreations, 
our natural Refreſhments, our ſeveral Studies 
and Employments, and our whole; Courſe 
of Actions in the preſent World. As to the 
different States of high or low, rich or poor, 
healthy or fickly, lov'd or deſpis d; theſe 
are Scenes that ſoon paſs away: But the 
glorious Life to which we are N 
w 
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| which is now hid with Chriſt in God, and 
| which ' ſhalt moſt eminently appear, when 
: Chriſt ſhall come to be glorified in all his 
Saints, ſhall always laſt, and never be clouded 
mos. 3 5 
Let no interior Chriſtian be offended, that 
he finds ſo much of Religion in an outward 
Dreſs, with ſuch a Mixture of Ceremonies 
and human Prudencies, as make it ſeem a 
little too worldly, even in the beſt reformed 
Churches. A national Religion muſt neceſ- 
ſarily make uſe of ſome Additions, of which 
there is nothing ſaid in the Holy Scriptures; 
but then they muſt be ſuch as are proper 
to preſerve, and excite, and cheriſh the New 
Creature; and in ſome Caſes to enforce an 
external Obedience, eſpecially in ſuch Perſons 
as are unreaſonably turbulent and refracto- 
ry, and have no inward Law to govern and 
direct themſelves; but of all theſe external 
Matters in Religion, publick Wiſdom muſt 
be Judge, and not Scrupuloſity and Enthu- 
fiaſm. PC ot ny 
And tho' there be Numbers of. worldly 
and formal Profeſſors of Chriſtianity, who 
will never get to Heaven by a mere na- 
tional Religion, becauſe whatever is re- 
wardable by a righteous and holy God, 
muſt be inward, voluntary, and fincere; yet 
a national er. re may well be look d up- 
on as a general Calling of People to the 
Goſpel, who are afterwards to be work'd 
font, | into 


E 
into true Converts, and into ſuch New Crea- 
rwres as Chriſtianity deſigns, by the moſt 
ſpiritual Means and Counſels that can be uſed 
and given. In a Word, a national Religion 
is an outward Diſpenſation, under which 
the Holy Spirit is continually gathering his 
Elect; that is, ſuch as have Sincerity and 


Humility enough to be ſaved. 


To conclude, this new Creature, is that 
ſpiritual and heavenly Temper, which God 
chiefly intended by the ſeveral Revelatiens 
he made to the antient Patriarchs: This 
was the principal Deſign that lay at the 
Bottom ot the Law and the Prophets; and 
This runs thro” all the Articles and Myſteries 
of 3 and at the Concluſion of the 
mediatorial 99 of Chriſt, after the 


great Day of udgment is over, you will 
then find, that none but ſuch as I have 


deſcribed, according to their various Degrees, 
will enter into that Glory which our, Sa- 


Viour has prepared for all his true Diſci- 


Ples; that none but the new Creatures will 


be able to ſing the new Song in Heaven. 


- 


This World was therefore created of God, 


and afterwards redeemed, that out of it he 
might raiſe ſuch a Church ar laſt, as ſhouſd 
glorify. him to all Eternity. And when this 
new- created Habitation of the divine Pre- 


ſence halt be conſummated, then all the 
Variety of ſubſervient Diſpenſations and Pro- 
vidences ſhall. ceaſe, as Scaffolds are taken 
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down when the Building is finiſhed; and 
this ſpiritual Temple, this Building of God 
ſhall wholly appear in its perfect Beauty; 
where there will be ſung to all Eternity 
by Angels and Saints, one uniform Licurgy, 
of Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God Almighty, 

swhich was, and is, and is to come. | 

Believe it, Chriſtian, tis this new Creature, 
as here defcrib'd, this holy Diſpoſition or di- 

vine Life alone, that, through the Merits of 
Chriſt, can make you Partaker of that peculiar 
Glory, which he has purchaſed for his Dif- 
ciples : All other Ways are mere Pretences and 
Mockeries of the Goſpel, and will deceive you 
at the laſt; they are either Superſtition or Hy- 
pocriſy, cold Formality, or Deiſm, or moral 
Philoſophy, or political Virtue, and outward 
Decency of Life, or ſuch human Inventions 
and Indulgences to corrupt Nature, as are ſo 
many Stratagems, Devices and Plots againft 
real Righteouſneſs; whereas true Piety is the 
Fear and Love of God deeply rooted in the 
Heart, ſuperior to all other Paſſions, above all 
worldly Deſigns and Actions, continually exer- 
ciſed in all good Virtues, and chriſtian Duties, 
and perſevering through all Trials and Diffi- 
culties; ſtriving and overcoming, 155 looking 
forwards, and ſtretching towards the Mark, 

till it receives the Crown of Ga 1 
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